NJLATS

Annual

Fundraising
Gala

Friday, December 12th, 2025
At Six in the Afternoon
THE FIESTA
Wood-Ridge, NJ 07075



= .
Event Schedule

Friday, December 12th, 2025

6:00 PM @ (Cocktail Hour

:115PM e Opening Prayer

720PM @ Command Staff Remarks

Lieutenant Colonel Domingo De los Santos
New Jersey State Police

7:25PM @ Opening Remarks

Major Fidiberto Soto - NJLATS President
New Jersey State Police

7:30PM @© Awards Presentation
NJLATS Executive Board

7:45PM @ 2026-2028 Executive Board Introduction
7:50 PM @ Closing Remarks

8:00PM @® Music & Dancing




ABOUT US

We are a 501c3 non-profit community outreach organization that was
established in 2013, comprised of active, retired and civilian members
of the New Jersey State Police. NJLATS is committed to building and
maintaining relationships between law enforcement and Latino
communities.

NJLATS conducts various bilingual community outreach programs
which extend to various parts of the United States, Puerto Rico and the
Dominican Republic. NJLATS offers peer support, community based
mentoring and counseling with the assistance of New Jersey State Police
Chaplain, Carlos Cedeno, the first Latino Chaplain in New Jersey State
Police History.
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Christmas Community
Distribution Event

Every year, the New Jersey Latino American Trooper Society (NJLATS), in
collaboration with the Missionary Christian Church in Newark, organizes a
heartfelt initiative to support and uplift the local community.
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This annual event brings together dedicated volunteers, who distribute
food packages and toys to local residents in need. By providing nourishing
meals and gifts to children, NJLATS and the Missionary Christian Church
aim to bring joy and relief during the holiday season, demonstrating their
ongoing commitment to serving and strengthening the bonds within the
community.

This year our goal is to provide as much food,

coats and toys to families in Newark. If you wish to
contribute to this cause please visit
njlats.org/donate




Read Across
America

To payrespecttotheliterarylegend who sparked a passion forreadingin kids,
NJLATS members took part in the National Read Across America campaign
across the state. From Jersey City to Edison and Vineland, Troopers, Public

Safety Telecommunicators and Educators had the opportunity to read and
connect with students.

We thank all the volunteers who dedicate their

time and commitment each year.
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Three Kings’ Day
Celebration

This year members of the New Jersey Latino American Trooper Society
(NJLATS) volunteered at the Three Kings’ Day Celebration hosted by the
Hispanic Association of Atlantic County (HAAC).

The volunteer Troopers helped distribute school supplies, winter coats, and
Christmas gifts to children, while also providing important public safety
information to adults.



NJLATS Soccer
Clinics

Starting in 2020, NJLATS has provided free soccer clinics for children in
Orange, Rahway, Vineland, Elizabeth, Perth Amboy, Dover, Bound Brook
Lakewood, Mansfield, Columbus and Burlington. These clinics have given
New Jersey State Troopers and volunteers that have played both college
and professional soccer the opportunity to give back to the community.

Since its inception, hundreds of children have attended an NJLATS soccer
clinic and left with a free soccer ball in hopes they continue playing the

sport. In addition, children and their families left with a positive interaction
with law enforcement.




NJLATS Soccer
Clinics

Burlington, New Jersey Columbus, New Jersey

Mansfield, New Jersey Lakewood, New Jersey

Thank you to all our partners for helping NJLATS make
this all possible.
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Celebrating Culture
and Community

To mark the culmination of Hispanic Heritage Month, NJLATS members
oroudly marched in the annual Hispanic State Parade of New Jersey,
neld in Hudson County. The event brought together people from diverse
backgrounds, all celebrating Hispanic culture and heritage.




Polar Plunge

This year, team NJLATS proudly took part in the Patriot Polar Plunge
in Sea Girt, N.J., a cherished annual event held in honor of New Jersey
State Police Trooper and National Guardsman Juan Fajardo. Each year,
participants gather along the shoreline not only to brave the icy waters,
but to commemorate Trooper Fajardo’s legacy of service, courage, and
commitment to others.

All donations raised by Team NJLATS supported the LIFT Fund for Veterans
at Monmouth Habitat for Humanity. Thank you to everyone who donated
and plunged! As Colonel Callahan mentioned, “It’s Always Sunny in Sea

Girt”,



Community
Service Awards

Each year, the New Jersey Latino-American Trooper Society
(NJLATS) proudly recognizes the outstanding efforts and
achievements of its members and supporters who go
above and beyond to make a meaningful impact in their
communities.
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NJLATS Awards

The Julian Castellanos Community Service Award

This award was named after retired Major Julian Castellanos, who
mentored countless Troopers throughout his career and was the
inspiration to form the New Jersey Latino American Trooper Society.

Distinguished Service Award

This award is given to a law enforcement officer whose actions
deserve commendation for an outstanding act performed during the
course of their duties.

Member of the Year Award

This award is given to a member whose exceptional dedication,
professionalism, and active engagement have set a standard of
excellence within NJLATS.

Civilian Member of the Year Award

This award highlights the invaluable contributions of a civilian
partner whose unwavering support has significantly enhanced
NJLATS’ mission and impact.

These awards are more than just recognition, they reflect NJLATS’

gratitude for the hard work, compassion and commitment that its

members and partners bring to building stronger, healthier, and more
united communities.



The Julian Castellanos
Community Service Award

Luis Salgado

Lieutenant
New Jersey State Police

Lieutenant Luis Salgado currently
serves as the Newark Station
Commander within Troop D of the
New Jersey State Police, overseeing
operations along the New Jersey
Turnpike. His leadership extends
far beyond his professional duties,
as he continues to dedicate himself
to community service and veteran
advocacy throughout the state. Over
the past year, Lieutenant Salgado has
been deeply engaged in community
outreach through his role as a board
member of the Latino Veterans of
New Jersey (LVNJ). In this capacity,
he has helped support multiple health
fairs and county events designed to
assist and support the state’s veteran
population. He has also played a vital
role in offering peer-to-peer support
to veterans seeking guidance and
connection, ensuring that no veteran
faces challenges alone.



Lieutenant Salgado has been instrumental in the LVNJ’s scholarship
initiatives, helping raise funds to provide several educational awards to
deserving high school students from veteran families. His partnership with
the NJSP Outreach Unit also helped establish a partnership with Goya
Foods, resulting in the donation of thousands of pounds of food to those in
need. He coordinated the delivery of these donations to local organizations
including the Lodi American Legion, the Masonic Lodge in Secaucus, and the
Veteran Food Pantry at the Carteret Reentry Program, ensuring that dozens
of families and veterans had access to essential food supplies. Additionally,
some of the food donation was set aside to be shipped in care packages
to deployed military service members overseas. Lieutenant Salgado was
recently appointed to the Essex County Veterans Advisory Board, where he
will serve a three-year term advocating for the needs of veterans.



Distinguished
Service Award

Diego Restrepo

Detective |
New Jersey State Police

In recognition of hisexemplary conduct, professionalism,and decisive action
during a critical life-threatening incident in Clark Township, Union County.
While off duty and attending a family gathering, Det. | Restrepo immediately
intervened when a four-year-old child was pulled unresponsive from a
swimming pool. Demonstrating exceptional composure and drawing on
his State Police training, he swiftly performed life-saving CPR, successfully
reviving the child and preventing what could have been a tragic loss of life.

His actions reflect not only outstanding skill and preparedness, but also an
unwavering commitment to public safety, even while off duty. Through his
courage, leadership, and dedication to preserving life, Det. | Restrepo has
brought great credit to himself and the Division of New Jersey State Police,
embodying the highest ideals of distinguished service.



NJLATS
Member of the Year Award

Arturo Sanchez

Trooper
New Jersey State Police

Trooper Sanchez exemplifies the
values of leadership, community
service, and cultural pride that this
award represents.

Earlier this year, Trooper Sanchez
took the initiative to coordinate a
youth soccer clinic in Lakewood,
New Jersey, an event that brought
together dozens of local youth
and members of law enforcement
in @ meaningful, impactful way.
Through his leadership, each
participating child received their
own soccer ball, creating not only
excitement for the game, but also a
lasting memory. More importantly,
the clinic served as a bridge
between law enforcement and
the Latino community, fostering
trust, understanding, and positive
engagement.




Trooper Sanchez’s efforts went far beyond organizing an event. He created
an environment where young people saw police officers not just as authority
figures, but as mentors, role models, and community allies. His cultural
awareness and personal connection to the community allowed him to
engage the youth in a way that was authentic and inspiring.

This initiative reflects Trooper Sanchez’s unwavering dedication to service
and his commitment to strengthening the bond between law enforcement
and the communities we serve, particularly within the Latino population.
His work is a shining example of what it means to lead with heart, purpose,
and cultural pride.



Civilian
Member of the Year Award

Roberto Guerrero

Retired, Sergeant
New Jersey State Police

Retired Sgt. Roberto Guerrero
has been an active and valued
member of NJLATS since before
its formal inception, consistently
dedicating his time, energy, and
heart to the mission and vision of
the organization. His commitment to
service has been unwavering, both
during his distinguished career as a
New Jersey State Trooper and during
his retirement. He continues to
exemplify the core values of NJLATS
through his selfless contributions,
often working quietly behind the
scenes to ensure the success of
various events.

He has gone above and beyond in every capacity, offering a helping
hand wherever needed and demonstrating a deep understanding of the
importance of the NJLATS goals. His strong work ethic and steadfast
dedication have had a lasting impact on NJLATS and its members.



Sgt. Guerrero’s ongoing support and active participation embody the true
spirit of community, leadership, and service that NJLATS stands for.
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State Troopers Fraternal
Association
Of New Jersey

Wayne Blanchard, President

Steven Kuhn, 1st Vice President

WILLIAM LEGG SALVATORE DIGIROLAMO

2nd Vice President VP For Legislation & Grievances
BRIAN WHITEHOUSE STEPHEN SPITALERI

Secretary For Resolutions Sergeant-At-Arms
MICHAEL COLICCHIO DEAN SAUCHELLI
Treasurer Recording Secretary
JACOB SCHOR DANIEL VECCHIO
Sergeant-At-Arms Corresponding Secretary
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DANIEL OLIVEIRA, President

KRISTOPHER TOWMAN BRENNAN FOLEY

Vice President for Resolutions Secretary
KENNETH H. LUTZ WILLIAM FISHER
Vice President for Legislation Secretary of Resolutions

WILLIAM SIMONSON ERNEST LUCARINI

Vice President of Development Sergeant At Arms
ADAM KUTEPOW EDWARD SCHMALZ
Treasurer Sergeant At Arms

Christopher J. Burgos, Business Manager

D. John McAusland, Association Counsel

213 Crosswicks Road ~ Bordentown, NJ 08505
Phone ~ 609-298-8848 Fax ~ 609-298-6876

WWWwW.Nncol1921.org
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PROUDLY SUPPORTING OUR
BROTHERS AND SISTERS OF
THE NEW JERSEY LATINO
AMERICAN TROOPER SOCIETY

Frank J. Serratore, President

MICHAEL ZANYOR RYAN KAUFFMANN
Vice President Vice President of Legislation
ROBERT LIEBERUM MARTIN HERRICK
Secretary Sergeant At Arms

ALAN COOK, Treasurer

213 Crosswicks Road ~ Bordentown, NJ 08505
Phone ~ 609-298-8848 Fax ~ 609-298-6876

WwWw.stsoa.org
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Our Services

We service all domestic and foreign vehicles in our AAA
Approved repair center. If you find yourself stranded, our AAA
Emergency Service team can assist you with anything from

Vv Dead Batteries v/ Auto Body Shop Paint System

v' Em pty gas tanks v/ Recovery of your vehicle in in-
volved in an accident.

Located at

26 Commerce Street Chatham
New Jersey, 0/928

(973) 635-8333

defalcosinstanttowing.com
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Prime Time Mortgage Corp.

We arrange all types of mortgages for people with perfect
credit and for people with less than perfect credit.

OUR SERVICES
v/ Refinance v/ Debt Consolidation
v/ Refinance Cash Out v/ Purchases
v/ Home Improvement v/ Home Equity Lines of
Financing Credit

~ Lschornstein@ptmcorp.net
& 973-699-1983

Located at

2o S8

Springtield Township, Springfield, NJ 07081
1-888-999-1929

PTMCORP.NET



https://www.ptmcorp.net/

Hispanic American
Law Enforcement Association
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NJLATS EXECUTIVE BOARD

Fidiberto Soto
President

Domingo De Los Santos
Vice President

Freddy Araujo
Operations Director

Wascar Payano
Assistant Operations Director

Harold Ramirez
Treasurer

Carlos Mesa
Secretary

Katie Feehan
Social Media Director/Treasurer

Marcus Arroyo
Membership Director

Jeffrey Lebron - Melendez
Central Region Liaison

Nydia Cubero
North Region Liaison

Alina Spies
South Region Liaison

Julian Castellanos
(Ret.) Senior Advisor



BECOMEA MEMBER

When you support NJLATS you are empowering an
organization that makes real change happen.

Scan the QR Code to learn more about our
membership opportunities.
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THANKYOU

New Jersey Latino American Trooper Society
NJLATS
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NJLATS
Annual Fundraising Gala
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